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From the Editors’ Desk

Events on the Horizon

February is Black History month and
members of the Jamaican Diaspora have
been a part of the historic development
of South Florida. There are record
number of Jamaican nurses and doctors
in the hospitals and clinics with some in
very high administrative and leadership
roles. In the classrooms, at all levels,
Jamaicans are helping to educate and
train Floridians, international, and outof-state students. In law, the financial
sector, and in politics, our skills and
ability are highly regarded and sought
after. And in philanthropy, our 50+
alumni associations with close to 7000
members contributing more than
$300,000 in cash and kind annually to
the local community and schools in
Jamaica, cause us to be a powerful force
in economic and social development in
Jamaica and the United States.

• Ardenne Alumni Association
Fundraising Picnic; (February 22, 2020,
Page 4)

We learned to give back and make
sacrifices from our parents, teachers,
and friends, and through our “alumni
effort” we are passing on what we were
taught. You are making history in South
Florida and we commend you as true
change makers.
Sandra & Rupert

Alumni Costa Rica Summer
Trip
Due to lack of support, the
proposed Alumni Trip to Costa
Rica this coming summer 2020
will not take place.

• Calabar “80”/Calabar Alumni Association
Wine, Cheese & Art Weekend; (February
29, 2020; Page 5)
• Mustard Seed 7th Annual Fundraiser;
(February 29, 2020; Page 6)
• Holy Childhood Int’l Alumni Grand
Gala; (February 29, 2020; Page 8)
• Dinthill Technical Alumni Spring Ball.
(March 7, 2020; Page 9)
• Immaculate Alumnae Fish Fry &
Barbecue; (March 14, 2020; Page 10)
• Wolmer’s Alumni Cross Roads Party
(March 21, 2020, Page 11)
• JC Old Boys’ Association TRUE Blue
Weekend; (April 3-4, 2020; Page 13).
• Ferncourt Alumni Association Family
Fun Day & Antique Auto Show; (April
19, 2020; Page 14)
• St. Jago Alumni 18th Annual Picnic
(April 18, 2020; Page 15)
• St. Hugh’s Alumnae Tea Party:
(April 25, 2020; Page 16).
• UWI Alumni Soca & Reggae Party
(June 20, 2020 Page 17).
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100 Not Out! Northern
Caribbean University
Aims for Greater
Heights
Jonathan Morrison, Observer
Monday, January 27, 2020

President of Northern
Caribbean University Dr.
Lincoln Edwards has
highlighted the alignment
of the century-old
multidisciplinary
institution with the
practical demands of a
modern, developing
Jamaican society.
In asserting NCU's position pertaining to national
development, Edwards
spoke of its involvement in
product research and
commercialization, among
other accomplishments in
national and international
spheres. He was delivering
the keynote address at a
ceremony during which the
university recognized the
support of members of
Manchester's business,
civic and academic
communities, as the
institution closed its 100th
anniversary celebrations in
mid-January at its main
campus in Mandeville.

Dubbed the NCU Community Partner
Recognition Awards, the university's top
brass presented 100 commemorative
plaques, symbolizing the institution's
centennial, to some 50 representatives of
public and private sector organizations,
including the Jamaica Observer.
Edwards, in his wide-ranging address,
described a multifaceted learning and
research university that offers education
and training in diverse vocational and
academic disciplines, ranging from a
school of nursing to the fine arts. He
championed the Seventh-day Adventistadministered institution's work in
scientific research, academia, sports, and
in international competitions in digital
technology, and declared that “more is yet
to come”. Edwards identified the
commercialization of products which
NCU played leading roles in developing.
These include the NCU's own Zon
Teasan, a cinnamon-ginger nutri-tea brand
launched last year in association with Zon
International Holdings, a US-based
company.
Zon Teasan, described as a nutraceutical
product, was developed by the university's
researchers and is an extract from a strain
of a cinnamon-ginger plant developed by
the Bog Walk, St Catherine, farmer Errol
McGhie.
Edwards also lauded the research work of
NCU's Professor Paul Gyles in
developing the commercial potential of
sorrel as a beverage, now on the market.
Research has shown that both cinnamonginger and sorrel contain anti-cancer
agents. Emphasizing the need for mass
education at the tertiary level the NCU
president argued that, “We have moved
from the era in which universities were
principally concerned with educating an
elite group of young people and
conducting research based on the interest
of the academics”.

Society and governments are now
expecting more from universities...as
governments look increasingly to higher
education to help their communities
become economically and socially
successful in a global economy.”
NCU's achievements locally and internationally over the last decade include
being the first and only institution from
the Caribbean to win two major
international competitions - namely the
World Microsoft Imagine Cup Software
Competition (2010, Poland) and the
International Business Model Competition
(Utah, 2018).
In sport, NCU has excelled in badminton,
netball, basketball and football - last year
dominating the intercollegiate level of
badminton, netball and football to become
reigning champions in each. NCU also
copped the Prime Minister's Award for
Innovation last year and have also been
National Student Debate champions.
On show at the ceremony, emceed by
NCU executives Arnold Kelly and
Nadeen Campbell, were other facets of the
institution's versatility.
These took the form of performances from
the university's music department, with
the evening's musical offering ranging
from violinist Arieski Garcia's rendition of
Bach's Aria, accompanied on piano by Dr
Diana Wilson, head of the music department; former student Earlon Cornwall on
soprano saxophone with a religious
number God and God Alone; and a
scintillating delivery by student Erica
Lumsden of God Bless NCU, sang to the
tune of Whitney Houston's GrammyAward winning cover version of Dolly
Parton's I Will Always Love You.
The words of God Bless NCU were
penned by veteran Adventist pastor Derek
Bignall.
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The 7th Annual Gift of Hope Fundraiser
Saturday, February 29, 2020
Weston Hills Country Club
2600 Country Club Way
Weston, FL 33332
11:00a.m.-4:00p.m.
This 7th Annual Fundraiser will benefit the Gift of Hope and
recognize this non-profit and Jamaica, for their dedicated
support of Mustard Seed Communities.
We are excited to host the event at a new venue. Please share
with your family, friends, and anyone interested in attending!
Tickets are already available at
www.mustardseed.com/giftofhope. We have sold out for the
past several years, so buy your tickets early!
For questions and ticket information, contact
Veronica and Michael Lyn Kee Chow
954-445-6727
michaelchow@bellsouth.net
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MEDICAL STUDENTS SAY UWI TORONTO GALA SCHOLARSHIPS
LIFELINE TO DREAMS
Medical his
faculty
students
Clifton Thompson Her mother, a single mom with four
parents
are un-employed.
and Natasha St Cyr are completing their children, was challenged to assist,
degrees at
Theparents
University
the West
Indies [about
although
“My
partedoffrom
I was young
nine employed
years old] as
anda Inurse. But hope
(UWI), Mona, with assistance from UWI was born when St Cyr met Beverley
Toronto Gala Scholarship program.
Hunter, The UWI scholarship program
coordinator, who she said, “encouraged
Thompson is studying clinical medicine, the me and with her help my grades
program cost of which is US$28,000, but improved”.
with subsidies the cost to the student is
approximately US$5,000 annually. St Cyr, Since her second year, St Cyr has been
meanwhile, is pursuing the Doctor of able to combine scholarship funds from
Pharmacy degree program which costs various sources with loans and has been
US$10,000 each year. St Cyr, now a fourth- better able to cope. The 22-year-old says
year student, says her plans are to specialize the UWI Toronto Gala Scholarship has
in oncology or become a consultant been a great source of relief, allowing her
pharmacist. This dream, she says, has been to give full attention to studies and also
made possible by the CDN$3,000-a-year be relaxed enough to participate in
scholarship from the annual UWI Toronto extracurricular activities. St Cyr is the
Gala which raises funds for students in need. founder of the Pharmacy Students
Scotiabank, which has been the lead sponsor Association and served as the
for its scholarship program over the last 10 organization’s first president. She is
years, making awards to 500 students in that scheduled to graduate in 2021.
time, has committed to continuing its support
for another five years, increasing the amount
As for Thompson, “This scholarship is
of its assistance to CDN$75,000 annually,
including 15 new Scotiabank scholarships. helping me to achieve my goals and so
These will benefit students such as Thompson far, it has helped with my studies
tremendously, as it has eased some of
and St Cyr.
the financial constraints that are there.
“Pharmacy is a dynamic field with many I've always wanted to study medicine,
areas you can go into. There is also a lot of but due to the high cost and being from a
room for improvement in the Caribbean in poor background I gave up on that dream
terms of catching up with first world and passion. When I was awarded this
countries,” St Cyr says, explaining her choice scholarship, the passion was once again
rekindled. I really needed the scholarof program.
ship to assist me with my tuition fees as
it is very costly,” he revealed.
s parents are un-employed.
.

“My parents parted from I was young
[about nine years old] and I stayed with
my father,” he disclosed. “My father got
sick [and is still sick] from the time I was
attending primary school and so I was the
one who had to cook and take care of
things along with my older brother.” The
challenge of paying for school affected
his entire family.
He outlines that of his seven sisters, two
are attending university, while one
recently com-pleted training at that level.
One sibling is still in high school and

Thompson
has
nine
siblings (2 brothers and 7
sisters) and both his
parents are unemployed.
“My parents parted from
I was young [about nine
years old] and I stayed
with my father,” he
disclosed. “My father got
sick [and is still sick]
from the time I was
attending primary school
and so I was the one who
had to cook and take care
of things along with my
older brother.”
The challenge of paying
for school affected his
entire family. He outlines
that of his seven sisters,
two
are
attending
university, while one
recently completed training at that level. One
sibling is still in high
school and two are
working as teachers.
Thompson is optimistic
about a future which has
been made possible by
the Toronto Gala and
other scholarship support.
“In terms of my future
career, I'm planning on
becoming
a
cardiothoracic surgeon or a
general surgeon, if it is
God's will.” His advice to
those who are also
struggling to pay for the
education needed for
their dream career is to
also be optimistic and
prayerful.
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UWI Chancellor Matches Prime Minister's Donation to Mona Students
Friday, January 17, 2020
Observer

KINGSTON, Jamaica. Thirtyfour students studying at the
University of the West Indies
(UWI) Mona Campus benefited
from a donation by the
University’s Chancellor, Robert
Bermudez, during the last
examination period in December
2019. The Chancellor’s donation, which matched that
of the Prime Minister Andrew Holness, increased the
pool of funds available for students in need of financial
support.
According to a statement from UWI, Bermudez
officially presented the Mona Campus with his
donation of $1.5 million at a ceremony today; however,
the funds were received by the Campus on December 5,
last year, to facilitate examinations. The university said
that 33 Jamaicans and one Trinidadian benefitted from
the donation. It added that four of the Jamaican students
currently study at The UWI Western Jamaica Campus.
The Chancellor explained that the donation was a grant
to the university which was intended to support students
who were at risk of being de-registered. He further
indicated that the donation to Mona specifically was
due to the unique challenge of students facing deregistration as a result of non-payment of tuition fees,
noting that other students of the UWI are fully
sponsored by their respective governments.

have brilliant people who come from every
circumstance in life …therefore those of us who have
been successful in life really owe our debt to those who
are coming after us.” This, he said, will ensure that “as
many of them as possible can maximize their talent by
getting themselves a tertiary education if they decide
that that is what they need.”
Meanwhile, Campus Principal Professor Dale Webber
described the assistance as substantial. “For us it was a
substantial contribution, not just in terms of dollar
value; the fact that it came in the middle of the
examination season gave us the opportunity to assist
students. The funds were directed specifically toward
students who were about to complete their studies,
needed one or two more courses, just to get through
that door of opportunity,” Professor Webber said.
President of the Guild of Students, Christina Williams,
added that the fact that it is coming from the
Chancellor’s personal funds that made the contribution
even more meaningful. “We hope this will be an
inspiration to others to contribute as well. I think if
everyone including Alumni and other stakeholders
would contribute, young people would be even more
empowered to go out and seize opportunities, to make a
real difference, not just in our school, but in our
country, in the Caribbean, and in our world,” she said.

According to Bermudez, “one of the things we know too
well, particularly in the West Indies…the reality is we
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS & CONTACT INFORMATION
1. Alpha Alumnae (CMA)
Patsy Lee
(President)
(305) 389-8605
alphaflchapter@gmail.com
Website

10. Cornwall College Alumni Association
Phillip Wallace
(President)
(954) 243-4469
president@calumni-florida.com
Website

2. Ardenne High School Alumni Association
Pamela Brown-Peoples
(President)
(239) 245-2314
ardennealumniflorida@gmail.com
Website

11. Dinthill Technical Alumni Association
Carlton Chance
(President)
(954) 860-2474
chanchoy81@yahoo.com
dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com
Website

3. Calabar High School Alumni Association
Michael Schloss
(President)
(754) 422-3307
sylquee@yahoo.com
Website
4. Camperdown Past Students Association
Michelle Cooper
(President)
(954) 802-6590
executives@camperdownfl.org
cdownpaststudent@gmail.com
Website
5. CAST/UTECH Alumni Association
Dr. Marilyn Morrison-Padilla (President)
(954) 578-5858
mluem@yahoo.com; dr@morrisonsrx.com
6. Central Branch Primary Alumni Association
Dr. Justin Peart
(President)
ahwhadat@gmail.com
7. Charlemont High School Past Students’ Assoc.
Onenetta Labeach
(President)
(404) 915-8387
chspsafoundation@gmail.com
Facebook
8. Church Teachers’ College Alumni Association
Mike Andrews
(President)
(305) 502-6713
andrmx@yahoo.com
9. Clarendon College Alumni Association
Ileen Williams
(President)
(786) 223-1213
president@clarendoncollegefl.org
Website

12. Excelsior High School Alumni Association
Jasmine Gray-Young (President)
(954) 608-1547
Staystrong1962@yahoo.com
xcrflorida@aol.com
Website
13. Ferncourt High School Alumni Association
Hugh Bryan
(President)
(305) 992-8667
bryanbmwbryan@netscape.net
Website
14. Glenmuir High School Alumni Association
Fitzroy Benjamin
(President)
(305) 588-0521
fitzroy_atc@yahoo.com
Website
15. Holmwood Technical High School Alumni
Merline Higgins
(President)
(954) 461-4298
sflhpsa@yahoo.com
Website

16. Holy Childhood Alumnae Association
Joan Wright
hchsalumni20@gmail.com
Facebook
17. Immaculate Con. High Alumnae Association
Laura Bryce
(President)
((954) 253-4404.
Laura-bryce@comcast.net
ichsaa.florida@aol.com
Website
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18. Jamaica College Old Boys Association.
Xavier Murphy
(President)
(954) 536-8811
xaviermurphy@yahoo.com
info@Jcobafl.org
Website
19. Jamaica Ex-Police Association
Malachi Smith
(President)
malismith@aol.com
http://www.jepasf.com/
20. Jamaica Ex-Soldier Association
Anthony Bedward
(President)
(954) 324-5506
jesa_Allflorida@yahoo.com
Website
21. Kingston College Old Boys Association
(954) 587-5257
fortis_Florida@Bellsouth.Net
Website
22. Friends of KTHS High School
Shannet Brown-Peterkin
(President)
(954) 610-3192
shannetpat2000@gmail.com
Website
23. KTHS Past Students’ Association, Florida
Annette Corbett Gardiner
(President)
(954) 257-8897
ktpsfl@gmail.com
Website

27. Marymount High School Alumnae Association
Pat Matthews-Darlington (President)
(954) 288-3853
marymountalumnae@gmail.com
28. MICO Alumni Association
Ruben “Tony” Brown (President)
(954) 804-7200
info@micoalumnisf.org
Website
29. Montego Bay High School Alumnae Assoc.
Beverly Kirton
(President)
(954) 330-4500
montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com
30. Montego Bay High Int’l Alumnae Association
Lisa Legg/Karen Morris-Clarke
(561) 714-3441/984-0616
http://mbhsiaa.org/
info@Mbhsiaa.org;
Website
31. Mount Alvernia High Alumnae Association
Judith Falloon-Reid
(President)
(954) 247-4373
mahssf06@gmail.com
judith@Barrivision.com
Website
32. Mount Alvernia Alumni Assoc. (Central Fla)
Dawn Chin Jones
(President)
(813) 910-9880
dawnchinjones@yahoo.com
Website

24. Knox South Florida Past Students Association
Leary Mullngs
(Co-Chair)
(954) 594-699
lmullings@aol.com
Dr. Susan Davis
(Co-Chair)
(954) 648-2800
nasuss@Bellsouth.Net

33. Munro-Hampton Alumni Association
Sophia Collings
(Co-President)
Horace Cox
(Co-President)
(954) 663-6744
info@Munrohamptonflorida.org
Website

25. Manchester High School Alumni Association
manhesterhighschool@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterhighschool.org

34. Northern Caribbean University Alumni Assoc.
Vilma Campbell
(President)
vdc@Cfl.Rr.com

26. Manning’s Past Students Association
Leroy Bookal
(President)
(954) 464 6940
lebookal@hotmail.com
Website

35. Queen’s High School Alumni Association
Natalie Chung-Cauldero (President)
(954) 471-4744
qhsflchapter@gmail.com
Website
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36. Rusea’s Old Students Association
Gary Woode
(President)
info@Rosafl.org
37. St. Andrew High Old Girls’ Association
Tammi Wynter
(President)
(754) 422-7935
tammiwyn@aol.com
Website
38. St. Andrew Techical Alumni Association
Janet Chin
(President)
(954) 465-6153
39. St. Ann’s Bay Primary Alumni Association
Carlene Wittingham
(President)
(954) 354 9750
sabpsalumni@gmail.com
www.sabpspaststudents.org
40. St. Catherine High School Alumni Association
Jasmine Barnes
(President)
(786) 252-6120
jbarnes530@gmail.com

45. St. Jago High School Alumni Association
Errol Capbell
(President)
(954) 551-7469
Errol_225@hotmail.com
Website
46. St. Mary High South Florida Alumni
Michael Brady
(President)
(954) 663-7220
bradysrx@Hotmail.com
47. Tarrant High School Past Students’ Assoc.
Michael Rose
(President)
(954) 353-1702
tarranthighjausa@aol.com
Website
48. The Alumni Association of Titchfield High
Edith Walsh-March
(President)
(954) 240-3296
edith@Titchfieldhigh.com
taa@Titchfieldhigh.com
Website

41. St. Elizabeth Tech High Alumni Association
Michael McCreath
(President)
stethsaa@gmail.com

49. UWI Alumni Association
Dr. Carmen Nicholas (President)
(954) 732-3821
carmenanicholas@yahoo.com
Website

42. St. George's College Old Boys Association
Rudy Kameka
(President)
(954) 815-8891
http://www.stgcfl.com
board@Stgcfl.com
Facebook

50. Vere Technical High Alumni Association
Fitzroy Salesman
(President)
(754) 610-4055
President@veretechalumnifl.org

43. St. Hilda’s High School Alumni Association
Angela Garrick
(President)
(305) 215-2074
angiegarrick@aol.com

51. Westwood Old Girls Alumni Association
Donna-Lee Nicholson (President)
(954) 609 4112
sfcwoga@gmail.com
Website

44. St. Hugh’s High School Alumnae Association
Janice Wright
(President)
(786) 566-2593
Janjan242@yahoo.com
floridaswans@Shaafl.org
Website

52. Windsor /Wilmar High Alumni, NA
Dr. Indiana Robinson (President)
(954) 665 9532
indianar@Bellsouth.Net
53. Wolmer’s Alumni Association
Dr. Justin Peart
(President)
(888) 965-6377
wolmersouthfla@gmail.com
Website
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54. Age Quod Agis - Wolmer’s
Andre Gray
(President)
(954) 599-5991
andregray71@gmail.com
55. York Castle High Alumni Association
Rudy Betton
(President)
(954) 634-7100
ychsaafc@gmail.com
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