
1 | Page  April 2019 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

95L¢hw{Ω ILDI[LDI¢{ 
 

 W!a!L/! /h[[9D9 h[5 .h¸{ !b5 {¢Φ D9hwD9Ω{ 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION TRUE BLUE WEEKEND, 
April 5-6, 2019; Page 6. 

 

 MOUNT ALVERNIA SOUTH FLORIDA ALUMNAE 
ANNUAL FISH FRY & FAMILY FUN DAY, April 6, 
2019, Page 7. 

 

 CLARENDON COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
(SOUTH FLORIDA) FRIED FISH DAY, April 6, 2019, 
Page 8. 

 

 JAMAICA DIASPORA EDUCATION TASK FORCE 
ADVANCEMENT IN EDUCATION 2019 SUMMIT; 
April 7 -10, 2019, Page 9. 

 

 {¢Φ I¦DIΩ{ ![¦ab!9 wh!wLbD нлΩ{ {²!b{!π
TION TEA PARTY, April 13, 2019, Page 10. 

 

 MUNRO-HAMPTON ALUMNI FUN & SUN PICNIC, 
April 20, 2019, Page 11. 

 

 FERNCOURT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ANTIQUE 
CAR SHOW FAMILY FUN DAY, April 28, 2019; 
Page 12. 

` 
OTHER EVENTS ON THE HORIZON 

 
 ST. JAGO HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, 

FAMILY FUN DAY PICNIC, May 4, 2019; Page 13. 
 

 w¦{9!Ω{ h[5 {¢¦59b¢{ hC C[hwL5! AFTER-
NOON OF JAZZ & TEA, May 19, 2019; Page 13. 

 

 /!at9w5h²b t!{¢ {¢¦59b¢{Ω !{{h/L!¢Lhb 
REUNION WEEKEND, May 24-26, 2019; Page 14. 

 

 CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HERITAGE AWARD, June 
8, 2019; Page 15. 

 

 {¢Φ IL[5!Ω{ ![¦ab!9 3rd ANb¦![ C!¢I9wΩ{ 5!¸ 
CELEBRATION DINNER, June 15, 2019, Page 16. 

 

 KINGSTON TECHNICAL PAST STUDENTS ASSOCIA-
TION, FAMILY PICNIC & FUN DAY, June 15, 2019, 
Page 17. 

 

 XLCR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA, THE 
ELEGANT SAIL, JULY 6, 2019, Page 18. 

 

 /I¦w/I ¢9!/I9w{Ω /h[LEGE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA, FAMILY FUN DAY, 
JUNE 15, 2019, Page 19. 

 

 ²h[a9wΩ{ ![¦abL ANNUAL FUN RAISING 
GALA, July 20, 2019, Page 20. 

 

 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION W!a!L/!Ω{ ртth INDE-
PENDENCE PARTY; July 27, 2019; Page 21. 

 

 CLARENDON COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
(SOUTH FLORIDA) DINNER DANCE, August 31, 
2019, Page 22. 

 

 AGE QUOD AGIS (²h[a9wΩ{ ς CAMPION) SOC-
CER GAME; September 20, 2019, Page 23. 

 

 TARRANT HIGH SCHOOL CRUISING WITH A 
CAUSE, October 18-21, 2019: Page 24.  

 

 ALPHA ALUMNAE WHITE NITE OLDIES DINNER 
DANCE, November 9, 2019: Page 25 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIDE THE NEWSLETTER: 
 

1. First Barrel Shipped To Elementary 

School; Page 2. 

2. UWI Grad Rahman Barry, MD, Is US Med 

School's Top Resident; Page 2. 

3. Honors for Wolmerian Bianca Ebanks; 

Page 3. 

4. Jamaican Student from St. GeorgeΩǎ /ƻƭπ

lege Wins MLK Scholarship; Page 4. 

5. Six Outstanding Celebrity High School 

Teachers from the Past; Page 4-5. 

6. Event Flyers; Pages 6 ς 25. 

7. Alumni Association Information; Pages 

26-29. 

THE COALITION MONTHLY 
Newsletter for Jamaican Alumni Associations 

in Florida 

 



2 | Page  April 2019 

 

BARREL SHIPPED DOOR-TO-DOOR TO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 

The Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Association shipped 
its first barrel of books to Jamaica on March 8, 2019. 
This is in keeping with the CƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƛπ
mary schools with books and other items that they 
need. To reduce the hassle of clearing the barrel and 
getting it transported to the school, the Coalition sent 
ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǊǊŜƭ άŘƻƻǊ-to-ŘƻƻǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊŜl 
will be cleared by the shipping agent in Jamaica and 
taken to the school. Along with the books in this bar-
rel, were hoses for watering the garden that provides 
ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
shipped in May and once again we are asking for do-
nations of books. 

 
Creativity is the key to success in the future,  

and primary education is where teachers can bring 

creativity in children at that level. 

 
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

 

=========================================== 

UWI GRAD RAHMAN BARRY, MD, IS U.S. MED 

SCHOOL'S TOP RESIDENT FOR MARCH 
JAMAICA OBSERVER, MARCH 17, 2019 

 
Jamaican-born Rahman Barry, MD, is 
Resident of the Month for March at 
School of Medicine in Huntington, 
West Virginia.  Rahman Barry, MD has 
been named Resident of the Month of 
March at Marshall University's Joan C 

Edwards School of Medicine. Barry, who is completing 
his fifth and final year of the surgery residency at Mar-
shall, was nominated by multiple nursing, and resi-
dents for his teaching ability, clinical skills and bedside 
manner even in stressful clinical situations.  
 
Vice-dean for graduate medical education at the 
school, Paulette S Wehner, MD, who made the an-
nouncement said, ά{ǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘs in general are 
hard workers, and what set aside Dr Barry's nomina-
tion from others is his ability to maintain a positive and 
caring approach with staff and patients while serving 
as an exceptional teaching role model. Despite his cha-
otic schedule, Dr Barry has also proven himself as an 
accomplished researcher with more than a dozen na-
tional presentations, 14 published articles, one book 
chapter and two research grants. This is an amazing 
ŦŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴΗέ 
 
Barry was selected by his peers to serve as education 
chief resident for his programme. As such, he reorgan-
ised the surgery residency curriculum and helped his 
fellow residents identify weak areas in their 
knowledge base to devise individual study plans in 
preparation for the surgery in-service examination. 
A native of Kingston, Jamaica, Barry graduated with 
Bachelor of Medical Sciences and Doctor of Medicine 
degrees from the University of the West Indies. He 
completed a preliminary year in general surgery at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, prior to enrolling 
at Marshall.  
 
Former surgery program director Farid Mozaffari, MD, 
C!/{ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ .ŀǊǊȅ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ 
residents he has ever worked with. He is very profes-
sional, courteous, motivated, enthusiastic and com-
ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜΦέ 

https://www.uwiaafl.org/
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άLǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 5Ǌ .ŀǊǊȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΣέ ǎŀid David A Denning, MD, chair and 
the department of surgery and current residency di-
rector. άIŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ 
and their families and tries to enrich the lives and well-
being of others. He is a great teacher to our clerkship 
medical students and our junior residents. Dr Barry ap-
proaches difficult situations with integrity and calm, 
which helps him handle critical situations with poise. 
He is not only very bright, but works hard for his team 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΦέ 
 
Upon completion of his surgery residency in June, 
Barry will head to Vanderbilt University to complete a 
competitive three-year plastic and reconstructive sur-
gery fellowship.  
 
As part of his recognition as the March Resident of the 
Month, Barry received a plaque and designated park-
ing spot. 
 

 

HONOURS FOR WOLMERIAN BIANCA EBANKS 
JAMAICA OBSERVER, MARCH 24, 2019 

 
Graduate of Wolmer's Trust 
High School for Girls Bianca 
Ebanks, now a final year engi-
neering major at Johnson 
&Wales University in Rhode Is-
land in the US, is among the 

first set of students at the university to be inducted 
into the Upsilon Pi Epsilon (UPE) International Honor 
Society for the Computing and Information Disciplines  

Johnson & Wales University (JWU) reported that Ja-
maican student Bianca Ebanks, a senior software engi-
neering major, was inducted into the university's first 
class in the Upsilon Pi Epsilon (UPE) International 
Honor Society for the Computing and Information Dis-
ciplines. She is among 33 students (29 undergraduate, 
four graduate) students as well as two faculty mem-
bers from the College of Engineering & Design to hav 
been so recognised. UPE is the first honour society 

dedicated to the discipline of the computing and infor-
mation disciplines. It recognies students and faculty 
for excellence in scholarship, leadership and ethicality.  
 
To qualify for consideration, undergraduate students 
must maintain an overall grade point average (GPA) of 
3.0, and a 3.2 GPA in their major. Graduate students 
are required to hold an overall 3.6 GPA. Members are 
chosen not only for their scholastic achievement in a 
computing science program, JW says, but also for dis-
tinguishing themselves as true professionals by meet-
ing the standards of the society. 
 
Also at the ceremony, the group explained the signifi-
cance of the symbols that make up the UPE emblem, 
or key, and what they represent to the professional as-
sociation. 

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
mation disciplines are the zero, the one and the aba-
ŎǳǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƻŦtware engineering senior Kristopher 
Sneed describing the key's features in detail. The in-
ductees took their place during the ceremony, sitting 
in front of a table where 11 candles, nine lit and two 
unlit, where arranged to represent the binary bits on 
the key. 

Ebanks is a graduate of Wolmer's Trust High School for 
Girls in Kingston. She was a contestant in Miss Uni-
verse Jamaica North East in 2016 and has several mod-
elling gigs under her belt, including a print campaign 
for LASCO Food Drink. 
 
Johnson & Wales University, funded in 1914, is a pri-
vate, non-profit, accredited institution with approxi-
mately 13,000 graduate, undergraduate and online 
students at its four campuses in Providence, Rhode Is-
land; North Miami, Florida; Denver, Colorado; and 
Charlotte, North Carolina. The university offers degree 
programmes in arts and sciences, business, culinary 
arts, design and engineering, education, health and 
wellness, hospitality, nutrition and physician assistant 
studies.  
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JAMAICAN STUDENT FROM {¢Φ D9hwD9Ω{ /h[[9D9 
WINS MLK SCHOLARSHIP 

JAMAICA OBSERVER, MARCH 10, 2019 

 
St. George's College 
alum Thair Brown has 
been awarded the 37th 
annual Boston College 
Martin Luther King, Jr 
Memorial Scholarship, 
the first Jamaican to re-
ceive the honour in the 
history of the award. 

Brown is an economics major with minors in computer 
science and African and African Diaspora Studies, and 
is set for graduation in 2020. The award will pay up to 
US$19,000 toward his senior year tuition and 
US$1,000 towards books. 

According to the independent student newspaper of 
Boston College, The Heights, the award was presented 
in the Murray Function Room on February 19 when 
Boston College staff, faculty, and family of the finalists 
gathered to commemorate King and laud the accom-
plishments of the scholarship finalists in a ceremony 
under the theme, 'Still I Rise'. 
 
After receiving the award, Brown expressed his grati-
tude to the MLK Scholarship Committee while admit-
ǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ άŀ ƳƛƭŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦΦέ άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
as I begin to return from my brief sojourn amongst the 
clouds, I realise that the phrase 'to whom much is 
given, much is expected' comes into play. I have some 
big shoes to fill, but believe me when I say that I am 
ready and willing to do whatever it takes to live up to 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
To qualify, students must be in their third year and 
have demonstrated superior academic achievement, 
extra-curricular leadership, community service, and 
involvement with the African-American community 
and African-American issues both on and off campus. 

Brown has served as president of the Caribbean Cul-
ture Club, student advisor of the Bowman AHANA and 
Intercultural Center Student Advisory Board, and a 

member of the AHANA+ Leadership Council, and Ded-
icated Intellectuals of the People, a group of AHANA 
male students who gather to talk about social, intel-
lectual, emotional, and spiritual growth. He also was a 
winner of a book award named for the late Karen 
Campbell Severin and presented annually to students 
who exemplify her service to the university commu-
nity as an undergraduate and alumna. 

According to The Heights, during the MLK award cere-
mony Brown spoke in a pre-recorded video of his jour-
ney to understanding his identity as a Jamaican-Amer-
ican male in the United States. 

=========================================== 
SIX OUTSTANDING CELEBRITY HIGH SCHOOL  

TEACHERS FROM THE PAST 
THE DAILY GLEANER, FEBRUARY 3, 2019 

 
Teachers can be powerful agents of transformation 
and many bring life-long knowledge and inspiration to 
their students. But what happens in the classroom 
when teachers come to school with that celebrity fac-
tor? Does it help and make students more enthusias-
tic, or does it hurt by being distracting? Based on feed-
back from students from the 70s and 80s, it helped in 
a big way, and students loved their celebrity teachers.  
 
The ladies here, taught in Jamaican schools. Some 
were popular, stylish, engaging and magnetic, and 
they were all bright, which made them big attractions 
in their respective schools, and fodder for conversa-
tions many years later. Please note that the selections 
are anecdotal and not based on a scientific survey, so 
it is entirely possible to add dozens more to the list. 
 
Judy Willoughby was the sister of popular RJR radio 
personality Neville Willoughby, and she taught English 
at St Andrew High School for Girls. Who would not 
want to be taught by a former Miss Jamaica? Judy was 
Miss Jamaica 1960, and those who were unable to get 
to her Monday to Friday classes at the gated school 
with the then red checkered uniform could catch her 
at Regal Theatre on Saturday mornings in Kingston 
where she riveted Cross Roads with a talent show for 
kids . "We all aspired to be like her when we grew up", 

http://stgcfl.org/
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Mary Ann Raymond, one of her former students at St 
Andrew High said.  
 
Dr Marlene Hamilton taught several subjects at King-
ston College. Dr Hamilton eventually rose to become 
UWI deputy principal after many years of important 
work in education. But her first wildfire constituency 
was at KC where this bright and beautiful educator 
was also an organist, and she played the pipe organ at 
the school's chapel, much to the delight of the boys. A 
hall of residence is named in her honor - the Marlene 
Hamilton Hall at the Mona Campus of the University 
of the West Indies.   
 
Sheila Hill Carter taught Spanish at Excelsior in the 
70s. She was a hot actress, appearing in numerous the-
atrical productions of the day, and she was able to suc-
cessfully transfer her passion for the theater into her 
teaching skills. Sheila was also a hit on JBC TV, where 
she taught daytime Spanish on television, and she was 
married to advertising executive, producer and actor 
Reggie Carter. With her husband, they created Carter-
hill Production, and her acting credits include 'The Owl 
and the Pussycat', 'The School for Wives, 'O?' and 
'What the Butler Saw'. 
 
Dr Petrine Archer (deceased) was an art coach at St 
Hugh's High School for Girls in early 1980s. If St Hugh's 
thought they were getting a reclusive and retiring the-
ology honors graduate as art teacher, they were in for 
the shock of their lives. Archer came to the school with 
an early vision for art education and a dazzling array of 
skills that she was not afraid to put to good use, includ-
ing her impeccable and indigenous sense of style. And 
long before her UWI graduation, she had already 
tacked the painting of a mural at the university's As-
sembly Hall building that became an eye-pleasing at-
traction in Kingston 
 
Award-winning actress Dawn Forrester Pryce taught 
English briefly at Ardenne in the 1980s, but she left an 
impact on her students that lasted a lifetime. The 
adored and celebrated Dawn Forrester came to teach-
ing with a revolutionary spirit of self-awareness and 
Black pride. With exciting Jamaican current events as 
her backdrop, she motivated students to write who 

never would have dreamed about writing before. Two 
of her proteges is best-selling Jamaican author Colin 
Channer, and Anthony Turner who now writes for the 
North American Gleaner/Star. In the world of theatre, 
Dawn appeared in a number of successful productions 
including Dry Run, Same Time, Next Year, All That Glit-
ters , The Last 8'O Clock Jamaica Time and Gunfight At 
The Last Chance Saloon. 
 
Amidst a hot career in modelling, Althea Laing, was 
also an English teacher of distinction at Bishop's High 
School in Mandeville. Suddenly, in the 80s, she landed 
on the cover of Essence Magazine, becoming the first 
Jamaican model to do so. She also won the Miss Ja-
maica Fashion Model Contest in 1985. Naturally, eve-
rything changed. Shows, appearances, ads and even 
her classes fell in the 'hot demand' category. Decades 
later, Althea Laing, is still greatly admired as a teacher, 
coach and an advocate for various causes as she was 
in the 1980s. 
 

 
From the Editors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Sandra Schrouder  
&  

Dr. Rupert Rhodd 
P.O. Box 970313 

Coconut Creek, FL 33097 
rqecon@hotmail.com 

954-510-6265. 
  
 

 

The newsletter is published at the beginning of 
each month. To advertise your event or to include 
special items in the newsletter, please send them 
 to us by the 28th day of the month. 
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